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March 13 Meditation 

Other Sheep  
“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and 
I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father” 
(John 10:14–18). 

Jesus spoke a lot about sheep. Today, many of us don’t keep sheep, nor have we even seen them 
beyond a petting zoo. Who are these other sheep that the Good Shepherd cares for? What is a 
fold and is it different from a flock? A fold can mean an enclosure for sheep, or the sheep in one 
place.  

We can look at a fold as a singular church or group of people with similar beliefs. The audience 
Jesus is speaking to are Jewish, they are a singular fold. He says He has other sheep not of this 
fold. Who are these sheep? Some people have tried to assert that Jesus was talking about other 
monotheistic religions. When in fact we know that only those filled with the Holy Spirit are able 
to call Jesus Lord and have faith (1 Corinthians 12:3).  

Many theologians have spent ample amounts of time discussing who these other sheep are, this 
other fold. Groups who share a similar set of beliefs are included in a flock. Sometimes we are 
guilty of thinking we are the only ones who know the right way to worship Christ. We prefer our 
hymns and our liturgy over that of other Christian churches, saying they are wrong for their 
worship practices.  

We think, we are the singular group of Christians who will get to be in heaven. When we do this, 
we are as guilty as the Jewish leaders of not understanding Jesus’ words. He came to save the 
lost. Reverting to the previous question, who are the other fold? We are — Gentiles who already 
believed Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus came first for the Jew then the Gentile (Romans 2:9–10).   

We can praise God for the diversity within the Christian church, and the freedom to worship 
Christ in spirit and truth, knowing Jesus has called all who believe in Him by name.  

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), Copyright © 2001 by 
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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