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LWML Texas District 42nd Biennial Convention 

June 16–18, 2022 

Hyatt Regency Houston West 

Houston, Texas 

Bible Verse: 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 

never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 

your faithfulness (Lamentations 3:22-23). 

Key Objectives: In a world of uncertainty, we will: 

1. Know and Trust in God's faithfulness to His promises 

and to us 

2. Rejoice in His might through worship and praise 

3. Share His faithfulness and might with others 

Registration 

The 42nd Biennial Convention of the LWML Texas District 

will be held at the Hyatt Regency Houston West, 13210 

Katy Freeway, Houston, Texas, on June 16-18, 

2022. Registration is open! To take advantage of the 

discounted registration fee, registrations must be 

submitted or postmarked by May 15.  

Early discounted registration is extended to MAY 15!  

Any registration received or postmarked by May 15 will not 

be considered a “late registration.” Please use Line 1(or 3 

for teens) as your registration choice. 
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Convention Agenda 

The convention will open on Thursday, June 16, with a Divine Service with Communion at 7:30 p.m. The first 

business meeting will begin with singing at 8:15 a.m. on Friday. There will be business meetings on Friday 

afternoon, evening, and Saturday morning which will include keynote speaker Christina Hergenrader, mites in 

action speaker Aaron Littmann, Bible studies, and convention interrupter Abby Goehring. Special opportunities 

are available on Thursday, so make plans to arrive early. Exhibits, stores, servant events, and the prayer room 

will open at 10 a.m. The convention will conclude at noon on Saturday.  

Hotel Information 

The Hyatt Regency Houston West is accepting reservations now. The group rate for all blocked rooms is $134 

plus tax. The standard deluxe guest room is good for one to four persons per room. To guarantee the group 

rate all reservations must be made before 5 p.m. on May 25, 2022. 

For online hotel reservations go to hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/HOURO/G-ZBXK. If preferred, reservations 

can be made by calling the Hyatt at 281-558-8338 and ask for the Lutheran Women’s Missionary block. If you 

need assistance or a roommate, please contact Housing Coordinator Kathy Proske at katprosk@gmail.com. If 

you would like to come early or stay late and visit the Houston area, the hotel will honor the rate for three nights 

before and after the convention, based on availability. 

Keynote Speaker — Christine Hergenrader 

 

Mites in Action Speaker — Aaron Littmann, Camp Lone Star 

 

Christina Hergenrader, an award-winning teacher, writer, and 

speaker, will be the keynote speaker. She has written books, 

articles, and Bible study curriculum for Concordia Publishing 

House. She is passionate about helping women understand God’s 

love for them and has a special fondness for reaching out to 

young women. Christina, her husband, and four children reside in 

the Houston area. 

 

The LWML Texas District has been providing mission grant funding 

to Camp Lone Star for many years. Aaron Littmann, Chief Executive 

Director of Camp Lone Star in LaGrange, will be sharing how the 

latest funding has added to their ability to reach out to all young 

people. He is a dynamic, enthusiastic spokesperson for the camp and 

the opportunities the camp provides for the church to reach those that 

do not truly know Jesus as well as serve as a place of peace for many 

to be refueled by the Holy Spirit. 

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/HOURO/G-ZBXK
mailto:katprosk@gmail.com
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Proclaimer — Rev. Michael Newman, Texas District LCMS President 

 

Humorous Interrupter — Abby Goehring 

 

Wake Up with the Word — Sarah Baughman and Donna Snow 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

Serving as our proclaimer for the Thursday night 

opening worship service will be our own Texas 

District LCMS President, Reverend Michael W. 

Newman. He considers it a joy to be able to preach 

and spend time with the women of LWML Texas 

District. 

 

Combine an optimistic attitude and a sense of humor, and 

you have the makings of a humorous interrupter for the 

LWML. Abby made her debut as a humorous interrupter at 

the 2018 LWML Texas District Convention. Jan Struck and 

she brought laughs as they challenged us at the LWML 

Convention in Lexington in 2021. Abby is a life-long 

Lutheran and has served in various positions with young 

women in our district. She and her husband Matt reside in 

Navasota. 

 

Early morning riser or just want to dig into the Word? Plan to attend one of the Wake Up with the Word 

sessions scheduled for Friday and Saturday mornings at 7 a.m. We have two local, popular authors who will 

be facilitating the studies. Sarah Baughman will be our leader for the Friday morning session with Donna 

Snow leading our Saturday morning session. Please designate your preference on the registration. Unless 

some unforeseen program planning changes occur, the seating will be limited. 
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Vice President of Christian Life and Gospel Outreach   Rosanne Capdeville 

It was good to see a lot of you at the recent Spring Rally in San Marcos!  I find it helpful when talking with others 

because we wear nametags. My eyes may recognize faces but my mind may not always bring a name to my lips. Smiling 

faces are a welcoming sight. In this Mustard Seed: Living as a Woman in Mission, author Nancy Nemoyer asks a question 

we may not feel comfortable asking, “What’s Your Name?    He calls His own sheep by name… John 10:3b 

 Walking into social situations where I don’t know many people isn’t easy for me. Shy by nature, I am especially 

concerned when I think no one will know me. On one occasion, I went to an event intending to stay only as long as 

obligation required. Soon after I arrived someone called my name. Suddenly I no longer felt like an outsider. I was known. 

Likewise, I am known by God. “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.” Isaiah 

43:1b   I’m not an outsider; I am an insider! 

Because of our human nature we sometimes feel distant from God. In our sin we fall short of His expectations. What 

then? God forgives. Through Jesus Christ He calls us to Himself, to a life in His kingdom. By the power of the Holy Spirit 

we hear His voice calling to us and we follow.  He calls His own sheep by name…and His sheep follow Him because they 

know His voice John 10:3b, 4b. We pray: Thank You Lord, for calling me by name, for knowing and loving me. Thank you 

for placing me into the family of faith where I am one with You for eternity. In Your Name. Amen.  1/32 ©2009 Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League, P.O.Box 411996, St. Louis, MO  63141 

Ingathering opportunities abound! 

We praise and thank God for the many items and monetary donations that were 
collected at the Spring Rally for TruChoice Pregnancy Center in San Marcos.  
 
At the coming Houston LWML District Convention attendees may supply Ingathering 
items and the recipients are: Turning Point Ministries: Toilet paper and paper towels 
which provide a variety of supportive services to help the homeless elderly re-enter productive society. Gracewood: 
Walmart Mainstays 300 thread count easy care cotton twin sheet sets ($16.84 per set) in only neutral colors (grays, tans, 
soft silver). Gracewood offers a home-like environment where family well-being is restored and goals are set. Pregnancy 
Assistance Center/PACN North Houston: Large (4,5,6) diapers and pull-ups, baby wash, and baby lotion. The center gives 
a voice to the unborn by sharing the compassionate love of Christ and educating hearts and minds. Walmart or Target 
gift cards will also be accepted for the purchase of bulkier items for the Gifts from the Heart recipients too difficult to 
bring to convention. Have your convention Delegate take items from your group! 
 
Living as a Woman in Mission Mustard Seed author Myrna Lou Meyer, reminds us of serving and outreach opportunities. 
 “The Least of These” (Jesus says,) “’For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothe me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’” Matthew 25:35-36 
 
Who did Jesus mean by the least of these? When you work at the community pantry, feed the hungry, or bake cookies for 
vacation Bible school, you are serving the least of these. When you pour cold water for your toddler, aged parent, or 
nursing home resident, you are serving the least of these. When you donate time and money at the homeless shelter or 
the pregnancy center, you are serving the least of these. 
 
When you volunteer your time at the local thrift shop or when you make warm quilts for the needs, you are serving the 
least of these. When you send a card, make a hospital call, or sit with a dying friend, you are serving the least of these. 
When you mark Bibles for prisoners or pray for those who are incarcerated, you are serving the least of these. 
Serving the least of these may be no more than lending a hand, giving a smile, or sharing a burden. The service is a 
heartfelt response to the love Jesus has poured on us. We pray, Lord, help me to look for opportunities to serve others. 
Help me to remember that my service is actually a gift to You and a response to the love You have given to me. In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen     6/32 ©2009 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, P.O.Box 411993, St. Louis, MO 63141 

 

Sharing and Caring 

Cards (Set of 24) 

Item #: LWML15403 

LWML.org 

 

 

lwml.org 
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The 2020–2022 biennium ended on March 31, 2022 and exceeded 

the mite goal.  

 

 2020 - 2022 Mite Goal $377,500.00 

 Mites Received   $382,295.59 

 Total Mites Still Needed ($4,795.59) 

 

All mission grants for 2020–2022 have been paid in full! To God 

be the glory! 

 Mission Grants Goal* $210,327 

 Mission Grants Paid   $210,327 

 Mission Grants Balance $0 

 

 

From the President 

Greetings in Christ's name! I am getting excited for the Texas District Convention in person. A 
convention in actual fellowship, face to face, praying together and worshiping together. We will be 
greeting each other with smiles that we can see. 
  
Praise God for "Great is His Faithfulness!" Lamentations. 3:22-23. This beautiful passage is the theme 
of the convention. God is faithful. Whether we are fearful, or we are not faithful, God is always full of 
love and faithfulness for his people. What comfort this is to us through all our trials and tribulation. 
His love never fails. So, I can't wait to see you all at the LWML TX District Convention in Houston.  
I will be e-mailing all the delegates in early June with instructions. We will also have a Capitol Zone 
Caucus meeting on Thursday afternoon before the convention begins on June 16th. You will receive 
more information on that a few weeks prior to the convention. 
 
The Capitol Zone has had a lot of activity in 2022 so far. We've had a Quilt-a-thon, a Retreat and a 
Rally! The reports about the Rally at Grace San Marcos were very positive. We had 68 in attendance! I 
was sad I had to miss it. Thank you to all the ladies at Grace for hosting the Rally. 
 
Also, great news- we have a new Young Woman Representative for the Capitol Zone, Courtney Baxter 
from Grace, San Marcos. Thank you, Courtney for saying yes to this position. 
 
One last thing, continue to pray for our mission projects, that the Gospel message continues to reach 
the lost through these missions.  
 
See you all at the convention! 
Cheryl Wawrzyniak 
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Capitol Zone Spring Rally 

April 24, 2022 

Bettie Horn Bendewald was the speaker at the Capitol Zone Spring Rally.   

Bettie opened her remarks by stating that LWML means a lot to her.  Bettie and her husband, Rev. Horn 

began their mission work after Rev. Horn’s graduation from the Seminary.  Their assignment was Japan 

where they served from 1961-1979.  Bettie had hopes of being a teacher but she was unable to do so 

since she didn’t know the language.  Later, Bettie did receive two years of language study. 

Bettie was an entertaining speaker.  As Bettie told of her life in Tokyo and Omaya, we laughed with her, 

felt the pain of those who wanted to be Christian but had family and cultural barriers, and how Bettie 

was finally able to be a teacher.  She taught a class on the Book of John in English to help students learn 

English. 

Bettie and a LWML group in Pearl, Minnesota, wrote letters back and forth for the 18 years that Bettie 

and her family were in Japan.  Bettie enjoyed getting news from the states and giving the LWML ladies 

a glimpse into the life of missionaries.  The ladies of the LWML sent back pictures and information 

detailing how they used the information Bettie was sending to tell others about missions.  Bettie said 

that those ladies cared! 

Bettie told a story about her appearance on a radio talk show. When the host commented that Bettie 

didn’t look like a missionary lady (referring to her dress), Bettie responded, “When you work for a king, 

you dress for a king.”  

Bettie ended her speaking engagement by showing attendees some of her Japanese pottery, teas, foods, 

and photo albums.  She then quizzed attendees with three questions stemming from her speech.  

Winners were awarded a Concordia University umbrella.  Purple, of course! 

Donna Halliburton 
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“Save the date” for LWML events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATION 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Deadline for the 3rd Quarter Capitol Zone Capsule is July 15, 2022. Please 

submit all articles to Joanna Roche, tr6922@yahoo.com or 113 Mountain 

Creek Pass, Georgetown, TX 78633. Don’t forget to include digital pictures or 

clip art to include digital pictures or clip art to illustrate your article 

 

 

June 16-18, 2022  LWML Texas District Convention, Houston 

August, 2022 TBA  Prayer Service 

October 2, 2022  Capitol Zone Fall Rally, Our Savior, Austin 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO GOD’S PLANS FOR THE LWML CAPITOL 

ZONE! 

 

 

 

mailto:tr6922@yahoo.com
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Meet our new YWR- Courtney Baxter 

Hello Texas LWML Ladies! 

My name is Courtney and I love Jesus!  It is easier to look back and see how God has protected and guided me 

through the years.  When I am still and quiet, I can see how He continues to work in my life.  There are days when I 

feel like an old soul in the generation Z or is it the Millenial’s I’m supposed to be a member of?  I am unfamiliar 

with much of current music, movies, and just tech savy enough to cause problems. Then there are days when I feel 

like I will never grow up as I love my students, play pranks on them, and getting chances to interact with them 

beyond my classroom.  My favorite groups right now are the goofy middle schoolers and the sweet kindergarteners.  

They are funny, love to play, and sing praise songs.  I’m working on familiarizing them to hymns, but that will be a 

life project.   

I was born at Lakenheath AFB, England in 1984 and while not the typical military brat with multiple moves, I did 

experience two which brought me to Texas where dad retired in ‘93 at RAFB.  My parents originally put me in 

Lutheran PreK, Kindergarten, and 1st grade until mother decided she wanted to homeschool me and my three 

siblings.   

Music has always been a part of my life, when mother made me take piano lessons at 4 till the wise age of 11, I 

convinced her to let me quit.  Then mother broke her ankle and needed extra help and my only escape was to 

“practice piano”.  To my amazement, I discovered I liked playing and resumed lessons.  We found a cranky lady 

through a homeschool newsletter who initially scared me because she was unlike any other piano teacher I 

previously had.  She was older, didn’t waste time with method books, and gave me real piano literature to work on 

–for years I would be studying a Mozart piano sonata or two, although the lengthy time spent was more to my 

dismal practice habits.  But I grew to love her and her methods.   

I snuck into San Antonio College through the dual credit program and continued to take classes until finishing the 

equivalent of an Associate’s degree before transferring to Texas Lutheran University.  My sister and I were 

originally going to just take core dual credit classes English, Math, etc., sharing the commute as it was good sense 

to take one car.  We planned for early classes, which equals good parking, and parked in the lot off San Pedro in 

front of Temple Beth-El.  Every day we that first semester we would walk through the music department at SAC to 

cut across to the rest of campus with the least amount of street crossings.  

One day in between classes I approached the music department and asked about enrolling in some music classes 

and unknowingly cutting out the advisor’s office.  The next thing I knew I was on a mysterious college degree 

program that would have an eventual transfer in order to complete a Bachelor’s degree; and my sister was making 

me take the bus home as my schedule of 3 classes a morning grew to 9 classes a day.  It wasn’t till my last semester 

at TLU that the advisor’s realized I never took the SAT’s, oops!  

 Choir has always been a favorite activity of mine and a GPA life saver!  College advisors would ask what I wanted 

to do, my answer usually a variant of “I don’t know, something with church music.”  It was at SAC where I first 

started taking organ lessons, which I thoroughly loved and continued with at TLU.  I vaguely remember sneaking 

up to the organ loft after services at St. Paul’s in Troy, Illinois and then later at Concordia in San Antonio to watch 

Rhoda Canon play when Guido Merikins was pastor.  She would let me sit and watch, occasionally listen to my 
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questions and comments.  I don’t remember what the conversations were, just that I was a young girl mesmerized 

by the organ!  I did not realize how much of an influence that would have on me, but God did.     

After 8 years, I finished my degree and started searching the area for an elementary music position; The Master’s 

School was the only one to call me back for a second interview let alone offer me a job in 2011 and I continued 

through 2018 when the school closed because of low attendance.  By then I was working at both The Master’s 

School and San Marcos Academy as an elementary music teacher and an upper elementary Latin teacher hoping to 

parse a full-time teaching position by adding various part-time positions.  My only qualifications for the four years 

I taught Latin were my years singing in choir, and The Master’s School was desperate for a Latin teacher.   

I am currently finishing my time with San Marcos Academy and have taken a full-time position with Hill Country 

Christian School in San Marcos as their elementary music teacher and will be taking on a senior Fine Arts 

Appreciation class next year!  Still trying to get a choir at HCCS started, just waiting on God’s timing to make it 

happen.  Although the admin has asked me to prayerfully consider working with the middle school girls in a 

homeroom teacher capacity than as a music teacher in the future. 

It was during my years of attending TLU that the piano professor asked if I would ever consider working for a 

church.  My answer was yes, but later as my first experience working with a Methodist church was mediocre.  It 

may have been two days later when he approached me again and said that an LCMS church in San Marcos had 

called and asked if he had any recommendations for a choir director and service accompanist.  He told me to call 

the pastor and go talk with the church, no options really given.   

So, I called Pastor Mel Newman and arranged to meet with him and the current choir director.  I showed up for a 

Sunday to meet the congregation, met with some of the elders, and then the next week I was serving Grace 

Lutheran Church.  I guess I said yes?  I have continued to be an active member, eventually joining the local LWML 

as they faithfully continued to invite me to their meetings.  My teaching schedule up till now has been consistently 

disjointed every year that I would be able to drop in on the quilter’s group, occasionally the midweek Bible Study.  

Eventually I figured I could fit one Friday a month into an already cray schedule.  A couple of years in, I agreed to 

be the secretary; these ladies are crazy!  Secretary skills were not included on my resume, but they have both 

worked and been patient with me as I learn a new set of skills.  So here I am, protected and guided by God to try 

something new again!  Young Women’s Representative for LWML, again these ladies are crazy and see something 

in me that I have to offer.   

One of the verses that I keep coming back to this year is: 

Ps 31:14-15 “But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in your hand;” 

Currently, the organ I play on is a trusty Kurzweil Mark 12 keyboard with great organ sound samples.  I have kept 

my organ shoes just in case this changes!  Grace has a wonderful, dedicated choir, small and mighty.  God has 

protected me, my family, the schools I work for, and Grace through this Covid reality.  I am so thankful that only 

SMA elected to enforce a mask mandate, and even then, it was only for a year until it became voluntary.  HCCS too, 

was voluntary in masking.  Through that horrid, no good, very bad year of 2019-2022 I was to still able teach 

music, sing in the classrooms, and at church.  The majority of my music colleagues were and many are still, stuck 

in limbo as no one really knew what to do and many knee jerk reactions were the call to action.   
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More importantly, I feel blessed that Grace resumed as quickly as possible to hold services in person with singing.  

Before Covid was even a thing, we had already started a live stream of our services and Sunday School as so many 

churches were scrambling trying to figure out the live streaming service options.  We were so blessed!    

I see the fear of covid has continued to interfere with music classes, choirs, my colleagues in their music teaching 

profession many of whom are still struggling with this.  In the temporarily halting of our singing I believe, has been 

a useful scare tactic of Satan, as we are created, compelled, and commanded to sing praises to God!  There have 

been other side blessings that we didn’t see coming as people are hungry and desperate for Christian education.  

This is an answer to prayer.  I am reminded it is an answer, just not the answer we were looking for.  Isn’t that 

usually always God operates?     

I am humbled by the opportunity to serve wherever and whenever God has need of me.  And I pray that my answer 

will always be yes Lord, don’t know how but yes.  

Soli Deo Gloria 

Courtney Baxter 

     

 

 


