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Bringing Mercy, Compassion and Comfort

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

We loved meeting Gabriel or seeing him again for those that have met him!

Pastor Red opened our rally with a devotion after which we joined together in the league pledge and worship
hymn. Pastor Tim Engel from Messiah shared all about the work Gabriel does, answering any questions asked
about the comfort dog program and the work that they do across the country. Pastor Krieg closed the rally
with prayer, and we all enjoyed wonderful refreshments from the Concordia’s Women’s Club. The attendance
award went home with the ladies from St. Andrew!

Important Dates from the Zone

2022

August TDB White Oak Zone EC Meeting – *look for email*

Sept. 8-10 LWML Texas District EC mtg – Camp Lone Star

Sept. 17 Bayou City Zone Fall Rally at Pilgrim, details to be on their Facebook page

Oct.  02 White Oak Fall Rally & Prayer Service – 1:30pm – Gethsemane

Nov. 01 Group Membership Forms due, details to follow 



ELECTION RESULTS:
VP of Communication: Kelly Bernhardt Pastoral Counselor:      Rev. Dustin Beck
VP of Gospel Outreach: Patti Samsel Nominating: Debbie Curry, Chair
Recording Secretary: Mandy Halbert Sally Krueger
Treasurer: Sandra Paniello Rosemary Schoenfeld

APPROVED MISSION GRANTS
1. Seminarian Scholarships for Texas Students – $50,000
2. Offering Women Hope: Blue Blossom Pregnancy Centers, Houston – $10,000
3. Acts of Love Early Childhood Education Center, Leander – $25,000
4. Orphan Grain Train, Houston – $25,000
5. Let Your Light Shine, Bethany, Austin, and LSEM – $10,000
6. Homeless to Housed, LINC Austin Outreach – $10,000
7. The Garden Young Adult Ministry, North Texas – $10,000
8. Gospel Driven Education, Faith Lutheran High School, Warda – $20,000
9. Bible Brigade, Lutheran Disaster Care – $16,000

10. The Table of Los Fresnos Mission Outreach – $25,000
11. Each Child Complete in Christ, Faith Lutheran School, Plano – $14,128.92 (partial)

Convention Offering 1 $ 6,849.76       
LWML Texas District – 2022-2024 Mite Goal
Convention Offering 2 $ 3,469.03
Abba’s House in Cypress, TX
Convention Offering 3 $ 3,172.00
POBLO International, specifically Julie Aftab 
in Houston area
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CONVENTION ATTENDANCE:
452    Total Persons Attended         
169 Eligible Voters 
116 First time attendees
13         Young Women Reps     
12          Teens

GIFTS FROM THE HEART:
$2630 in gift cards 2592 diapers 46 body lotions
65 sets of sheets 1316 wipes 9 baby quilts
15 patriotic quilts 178 paper towels 471 toilet paper rolls
233 pairs of children's socks and underwear

2022 Convention Report
The 2022 Convention was held June 16-18 in Houston, TX.  Our zone was one of six who hosted this 
convention.  Continue reading the newsletter to hear from many of the ladies who worked tirelessly to put it 
together.  It was a wonderful event!  From the opening Divine Service to the final keynote speaker address, His 
Faithfulness was at the front of all things for the weekend, and beyond.  If you missed any of the sessions or 
were not able to attend the convention, please check out the Texas District website: 
https://www.lwmltxdist.org/lwml-texas-district-conventions.

Proposed Bylaw Amendments were passed and a new Standing Rule regarding how the Texas District LCMS 
mission grant for Texas seminary students will be funded starting with the next biennium.
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I volunteered on Wednesday night helping to set up the LWML store. On Thursday, I attended the Board of 
Director’s meeting/lunch at Christ Memorial Lutheran Church. In the afternoon, I trained for usher duties for 
the Divine Service. I attended and received communion at the Divine Service. After the service, there was a 
Zone Caucus meeting. On Friday, I began my day attending Wake up with the Word, led by Sarah Baughman. 
Then Bible Study led by Rev. David Bass, Junior Pastoral Counselor, titled “The Unfailing Love of the Lord Today, 
Tomorrow, Forever”. I voted on Mission Grants, enjoyed the keynote speaker, author, Christina Hergenrader; 
then voted on District officers. Later that afternoon I enjoyed fellowship and dinner with my sisters in Christ 
from my society. After dinner, enrichment sessions were presented. I attended Cheryl and Rev. Mike Mattil on 
“His faithfulness at work”. Saturday also began early attending Donna Snow's bible study “Unshakeable.” Then 
bible study led by Rev. Moldenhauer, Senior Pastoral Counselor, titled “How?” l enjoyed the keynote speaker 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness.” The final presentation was by the 2024 LWML District convention to be held in 
Corpus Christi.
Overall, I truly enjoyed the convention. One change I would like is more enrichment sessions!

“Great is His Faithfulness”
Carol Richards, White Oak Zone Delegate

You never know who will see at the LWML Texas District Convention. I ran into someone "from the past", Mrs. 
Blankenburg. Her daughter, LaRissa was in the Camp Fire Group that my sister and I led back in the 80's! She 
was on the teaching team with my oldest daughter's kindergarten teacher, she was a former member of 
Gethsemane, and she is now retired and living in Giddings where my parents are originally from. What a small 
world! 
I wasn't able to "attend" many of the convention sessions or breakout sessions as I was busy working. My 
responsibility was Hotel Arrangements, so I was constantly tracking down hotel staff to get things we needed ... 
like trash cans, water refills, doors locked and unlocked, rooms rearranged for the next event, etc. Although 
this was an exhausting position, I would do it all over again. I worked in the Convention & Sales Department at 
the Allen Park Inn (a hotel/motel) near downtown that was closed due to tropical storm Alison in 2001) for 
over 20 years... it was by far the most enjoyable job I have ever had. Serving in this capacity for the Convention 
brought back lots of fun memories.

Dorcus Coulter, Host Committee Arrangements Chair

My Faith Filled Times
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Dear Fellow Redeemed,

It was with great excitement that I was able to attend my first ever LWML Texas District Convention. It was truly 
a blessing to be able to gather with the members of the White Oak Zone as well as those ladies from across this 
great state of ours. As your zone Pastoral Counselor, I had the privilege of meeting with other pastors from 
around the state and hearing about the exciting happenings going on across the Texas LWML. God truly is 
blessing the work of the LWML. The speakers were excellent, and the money raised to support our different 
outreach programs was amazing. I was especially honored to help in the distribution of our Lord’s body and 
blood during the divine service and to hear God’s Word rightly preached by President Newman. I look forward 
to seeing all the many ways in which our Lord Jesus Christ will continue to bless our communities through the 
LWML, and I look ahead in anticipation when we will meet again.

In Christ’s Service and Yours,

Pastor Krieg, White Oak Zone Pastoral Counselor 

This was my first LWML Convention, and it surpassed my expectations! I served the White Oak zone as the 
Young Women Representative and enjoyed meeting lots of fellow YWRs, some even in their upper teens, who 
were full of eagerness to spread God’s word in their churches and cities. With the world as it is, what a 
refreshing and uplifting experience that was! 

From start to finish, there were so many amazing lessons and speakers; but the part that stood out to me the 
most, was the opening service. The volume of thousands of voices praising God through song and then 
concluding the service with communion with ALL those people almost made me forget I was in a huge hotel 
ballroom. A mention of my favorite Country artist, George Strait, during the sermon just might have put the 
lesson preached in my head permanently, ha! God’s love truly is “a love without end, amen!” Definitely an 
experience I won't forget.

Shae Lawder, White Oak Zone Young Woman Representative (YWR)

My Faith Filled Times
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I was in charge of the Prayer Room, so I spent the majority of my time there. 

On the far end, we set up a small chapel area, and by the door there was a table with a prayer-request book, 
the Memorial Book, and several other resources. Across from the resource table we set up a small grouping of 
chairs. That left just enough room for the table with bookmarks and color pencils.

We prayed with our LWML sisters, prayed over their prayer requests, and sometimes colored bookmarks 
together while talking about their prayer needs.

Oh, and yes, I dyed my hair purple for convention.

Sarah Baughman, Host Committee Prayer Room Chair

I had a wonderful time at the convention being the T-Shirt Committee Chair. I met a lot of new people, and 
some had stories about other conventions. Being this is the first (short) convention I think that it still went 
well. Did miss the dinner and speaker on Friday night but if it cuts out the cost, ok. My helpers said that they 
missed the workshops, we did attend the abortion one and it was very enlightening. The hotel was very nice, 
and I didn't have any problems. I was busy with the T-shirts so not too much looking around, but I did take 
time to look at the vendors and the shop. It is different when you attend vs. work it, but I had a very good time 
and Houston LWML Ladies are GREAT! The T-shirts were a great hit, people liked the pink, some thought that 
they were going to be purple. Everyone like the softness of them also. Can't wait till we can go to Corpus 
Christi and be an attendee.

Barbara Gadd, Host Committee Fundraising & T-shirt Chair

My Faith Filled Times
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What a great time spent at the LWML TX. District Convention. As with all things that you plan well in advance, 
there always seems to be more meetings in the preparation than the actual time spent at the event. As you 
know the White Oak Zone was part of the host committee and among the host committee, we had 25 different 
committees. The decorations committee was the one that I was part of and it consisted of Elizabeth Stroerkel
(Bayou City), Terry Hansen (White Oak), Portia Okuma (White Oak) & myself. What a great group of ladies!

You might ask what exactly did the decorating committee do? We made three different delegate gifts for 220 
delegates, centerpieces for the tables, signs of the logo for the podiums, flowers for the stage (which were 
created by Karen Kriegel from another zone) and the photo booth which consisted of 400 butterflies that made 
the heart shape. What fun we had!

My favorite part of the convention, really all LWML convention is worshiping with so many people and hearing 
the praises to God for what he has done. I look forward to seeing everyone in two years at Corpus.

Monica Murray, Host Committee Decorations Chair

My Faith Filled Times



I had a fabulous time with the teens who were able to attend convention.  Our best day was Thursday when we 
have time to fill with off-site servant event and other activities centered around the teens.  Friday we mixed 
teen time in with the business meeting time so the teens would not miss being filled with the wonderful Bible 
studies and Christina Hergenrader’s keynote addresses.  We also made sure to stay for Abby and all her 
hilariousness.  The teens will understand one day...

Mandy Halbert, Host Committee Teen Committee Chair
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My Faith Filled Times

Zone Caucus Picture at Convention

Gabriel and his buddies!
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Custom LWML Logo Available!
If you would like to request a custom logo for your LWML 

Group, just email pr@lwml.org and include the name of your 
Group, your District, and whether you’d like the logo to be in 

the traditional purple and gold, or the supporting green.

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Ingathering 2022

Marion/Seguin: Wednesday, November 2, 2022, 9am- 3pm, 
St. John Lutheran Church 600 S. Center Street, Marion, TX 78124

Houston: Saturday, November 5, 2022, 9am – 4pm, 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, 14423 West Road, Houston, 77041

Dallas: Saturday, November 12, 2022, 9am – 3pm, 
Messiah Lutheran Church 1801 W. Plano Pkwy, Plano, TX 75075

Other Zone News

Join us 
for our Fall Rally & 

Prayer Service
Sunday, October 2

2:00pm
Gethsemane


