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A Biennium Bold in Hope 

Happy New Year to all! I pray the Lord will bless 
the members and supporters of LWML in this Year 
of Our Lord 2023 with His wisdom and discern-
ment. May His promises sustain us in the faith as 
we all strive to live the mission of LWML.  

As some of you may (or may not) know, LWML adopted a revised mission 
statement in 2021. I find much connection with this statement. It is sim-
ple, to the point, and easy to remember.  

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support 
missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. 

The three words from this mission statement that speak to me the most 
are “proclaim”, “support”, and “serve”. This past biennium, our primary 
focus centered on hope. It was a biennium which began quite differently 
than those that came before. We found ourselves languishing in a situation 
new to us all. Amid this languishing, hope was our certainty, our assur-
ance, our comfort. In our hope, as the Lord is faithful, we were blessed!  
With all praise and thanksgiving to God, the 2023 membership role finds 
our district with only a minimal decrease. A few groups were lost, but new 
ones were formed. This encouraging news should reaffirm the paths cho-
sen. The hope that sustained us will continue to sustain us and be our 
guide for the 2022–2024 biennium. Let this hope instill courage, provide 
insight, and inspire all to recognize and follow through with the opportuni-
ties God presents to further His Kingdom. Let us be bold enough to ear-
nestly consider where He is leading us in order to be productive as we fol-
low His call. I pray the Lord will lead us all to be courageous, dauntless, 
and a bit “gutsy”, leading us to move from languishing to thriving in pro-
claiming Christ, supporting missions and serving others. May we all be 
Bold in Hope as we continue to seek the Lord’s will and may He provide all 
involved the time and talent each one needs to participate in the biennial 
goals.  

Remember you are precious in His sight. The Lord is good. The LWML is 
alive and well. Let us dispense with the languishing and get to work on 
generating innovative ideas and capitalizing on the ideas that have proven 
to be fruitful to the mission. Are you ready to answer the call to be Bold in 
Hope? Will you be that courageous, gutsy one that helps lead the charge? 
No matter your age, location, talents, or treasures, God is calling you to 
His purpose. It is the reliance on the sure hope that will prepare our 
hearts, our minds, and our bodies to Be Bold in Hope; inspired to  
Proclaim Christ,  
Support missions,  
Serve others.   

Thanks be to God!  

Frances Molitor,  
LWML Texas District President 

 
  

January 2023 Quarterly Newsletter   

New Name 
After many years of publishing 
Linked by Love twice a year, 
the LWML Texas District  
Executive Committee dis-
cussed and approved changing 
to a quarterly newsletter. The 
Communication Department 
is thrilled to debut The Lone 
Star Connection. The new for-
mat will continue to provide 
information to zones, groups, 
and individual members but 
will be published in the 
months of January, April, Au-
gust, and October. The intent 
is to keep the issues a bit 
shorter with the most up to 
date information possible. 

To make sure you are receiv-
ing the email notifications in 
your personal inbox, please 
see page 4 for instructions on 
how to sign up. 

2023 Key Dates 
 

Jan. 9            LWML Convention        
            Registration opens 

 
Feb. 16–19      EC /BOD/ZPO 
            Camp Lone Star 

 
June 22–25    LWML Convention  
            Milwaukee, WI 
 



Scholarships Available 

The LWML Texas District Scholarship Committee is  
accepting applications for the 2023 LWML Texas Dis-
trict Scholarship. Female members of a Texas District 
LCMS congregation who are studying to become a full-
time professional church worker in the LCMS while at-
tending a LCMS college or university are eligible. 
To check out eligibility requirements and apply, visit 
lwmltxdist.org. From the menu bar click “Committees,” 
choose “Scholarships” from the drop-down menu, and 
download the 2023 scholarship application packet. For 
more information, contact Melissa Houchin, Scholarship 
Committee Chairman, at scholarship@lwmltxdist.org. 

Completed application packets must be sent or emailed 
to Melissa, time-stamped or postmarked by March 31, 
2023. 

Mite Goal Update 

As of December 2022, you, our dedicated 
supporters, have provided 35% of the total 
mite goal of $390,000. Based on mites need-
ed per month to reach this goal, the mite of-
ferings should be at 38%. In this new year, 
consider a gift to mites in honor of or in 
memory of someone important in your life.  
A remittance form to accompany this gift and 
the mailing address can be found at 
www.lwmltxdist.org/about-mites. Or, the 
gift can be made online. Simply follow in-
structions under the “Donate” button. 
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Seeking banner designs!

 “Celebrate the Lord of the Nations.” 
 

 

ner to “Celebrate the Lord of the  
be used, to President Frances before 

 

NEW! Meditations and Bible Studies 

Did you know the Christian Life page on the website now 
has weekly meditations and monthly Bible studies? Take 
the time to visit their website page and download  
these resources to use on your own or with groups. The  
author’s information is on the page. We are excited to be 
introducing a new writer into the LWML fold. 

 

As you may know, the LWML Mission Goal for the 2021–2023 biennium is 
$2,150,000. 
We have great news! 
We are filled with gratitude and joy as we announce that God has worked 
through your generosity and stewardship to surpass this goal. 
The Mite offerings you have shared now total $2,154,511! 
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in  
glory in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). 



2022 Lutheran World Relief Ingathering  

Thanks to all who worked diligently throughout the year and brought donations to the 2022 Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) Texas ingatherings! Collection sites this year were Marion, Houston, and Plano.  

Donations came from all over the states of Texas and Louisiana. Along with our sisters in Christ from the 
LCMS, ELCA, LCMC, and other Lutheran denominations, five semi-trucks were completely filled with 
quilts and kits. The donations were delivered to the LWR warehouses for distribution to those in need all 
over the world.  
Thanks to the site coordinators, volunteers, students, and LWR staff in attendance at the collection sites. 
May the love of Christ be felt with each quilt, baby care kit, school kit, or personal care kit received, and 
may it meet the needs of the recipients and give them hope.  

The total number of donations received: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To God  be the Glory! 

Quilts/Blankets              16,721 

School kits                8,897 

Personal Care kits              10,923 

Baby Care kits                1,692 

Fabric kits                   427 

TOTAL              38,700 
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Giving thanks and praise for two full 
trailers in Marion 

 

 

 

 

Have you visited the LWML Texas District website recently? You might have noticed some changes. The 
Communication Department has been working with our webhost the past few months to make neces-
sary updates and changes to the website. All of the “big” changes have been completed. We still have 
some clean up to complete. Please take some time and visit the website at lwmltxdist.org and look 
through the pages. Give us your thoughts and if you have suggestions, we welcome those also. Contact 
Kelly Bernhardt, Vice President of Communication at communication@lwmltxdist.org. 
Thank you to President Frances and Debbie Curry, Webmaster, for all the input and help the past few 
months on updating the website. It was a challenge, but it is done. 



  SAVE THE DATE  
Fall LWML District Retreat Information 

Three dates and locations available 
Attend one or all three! 

WonderFull World is more than just a retreat for women. It’s an 
imaginative journey around the world … and an exploration of  
the “I wonders” in a woman’s heart. It’s an in-depth Bible study  
and a worship experience. Best of all, it’s an open invitation for  
girl friends to draw closer together … to dream … to engage … to 

           experience the vastness of God’s love. 
  Locations:  

  September 8–9, 2023   Glen Lake Camp, Glen Rose, TX 

  September 22–23, 2023  Ceta Canyon, Happy, TX 

  October 20–21, 2023  Spiritual Retreat Center, Victoria, TX 

 

For more information, contact Vice President of Christian Life Joy Cowan at christianlife@lwmltxdist.org. 

Stay Connected … 

Send LWML news and photos to 
the District News editor at  
districtnews@lwmltxdist.org 

For website and social media, 
send information and photos to 
the Vice President of Communi-
cation at  
communiction@lwmltxdist.org 

Visit the website often  

 
 

Follow us on social media 

 

Do you need a speaker for your LWML event?  

Contact the Vice President of Christian Life at  
christianlife@lwmltxdist.org for a current list of available 
speakers in the Texas district. 

Help Us Keep You Updated, Informed and Connected 

Are you receiving the district’s email news 
releases? Anyone can sign up to receive 
these, but we especially need zone and 
group presidents to sign up to receive cur-
rent district news. Visit the homepage of  
our website, www.lwmltxdist.org to sign  
up now.  
If your email has changed since you origi-
nally signed up or you need assistance, 
email communication@lwmltxdist.org. 

Adventures as Leaders in LWML 
Zone President Orientation 2023 

February 18–19 

Vice President of Organizational Resources Debra Heckmann 
and the Leadership Development Committee are looking for-
ward to welcoming all zone presidents to Camp Lone Star the 
third weekend in February. 
Amongst the tranquil country setting, zone presidents will 
train with district leaders to learn valuable tools to equip them 
in fulfilling their role. 
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www.lwmltxdist.org 

Facebook.com/LWMLTexas 

Visit the Endowments page on the web-
site for information and giving options. 


