
Meet Shirley Willie from Mt. Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church, San An-
tonio. She has been a member of LWML for 50 years and has served as 
president, vice president, and treasurer of the Mary-Martha Guild many 
times.  
Shirley feels blessed to be a member of the LWML. She joined as a new 
bride, 850 miles from her childhood home and family, and she felt loved from 
her first exposure to the group. The LWML ladies became her surrogate 
aunts and sisters. She enjoys working with LWML because it is filled with 
willing workers who make all the activities run smoothly. The sisters in Christ 
she works with help her become closer to God and grow in her faith. 
In nominating Shirley for this recognition, group president Lisa Gerlich states, 
“I have been president of the group for several years and she has been vice 
president for the same amount of time. I can truly say that I do not know what 
I would do without her advice and energy. She epitomizes what it means to 
serve.”   

    Shirley Willie is the Heart of the LWML. 
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Comic Relief — LWML Style — Coming to Milwaukee!  
Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) from the North Wisconsin, Northern Illinois, and South 
Wisconsin Districts invite you to experience the LWML Convention, June 22–25, 2023, in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, for an experience you will never forget. The worship services, mission speakers, Bible stud-
ies, servant events, and the mission walk along the river will unite us as God’s children as we “Celebrate 
the Lord of the Nations.”  
Tucked into each business session are two women with a sense of humor and a love of LWML. Partici-
pants may watch these two characters interrupt a mesmerizing discussion on bylaw amendments or pop 
on stage unexpectedly at any time. Jan Struck and Abby 
Goehring bring hilarity with a meaning to the proceedings.  
Come to Milwaukee, to the 40th Biennial LWML Conven-
tion! You don’t want to miss it! 

     
      “Gertie and Marcie”, better known as 

Jan Struck and Abby Goehring    
      provided plenty of laughs at 

the 39th Biennial LWML Convention. 
 

 

 

 

 
Just imagine giving a contribution that leaves a legacy for generations of LWML women to come. This 
enduring impact can easily be made through contributions (immediate and planned gifts) to one of our 
LWML Texas District Endowments. These endowments enable us to provide scholarships for women be-
coming church workers, support and training for those who serve as our leaders, and an opportunity to 
add to our mission goal providing a steady, consistent, and perpetual source of income. See 
lwmltxdist.org/endowment for more information. 


